	School Library Media Center

Collaboration Planning 

	Teacher(s):  Kara Barth & Amy Soldavini         Unit:  Biographies/Reading for Information
Grade Level: 7th                 Plan Date: April 10, 2013      Time Frame:  April 15th – 25th: 9 classes
Unit Overview and description Students will choose from a list of people that are pioneers in his or her field and research their chosen subject in order to meet the objectives listed below.
Culminating Learning Product: A Photostory presentation on their chosen subject.


	AASL Standards:
1.3.1 Respect copyright/intellectual property rights of creators and producers.
2.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information.
3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings effectively.
3.1.4 Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.


	Content Standards:
RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; using search terms effectively; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.



	Project Description (including goals and objectives):

Students will use print biography sources, subscription databases, and Photostory software to meet the following objectives:
Students will be able to:

· read for information 

· complete Cornell notes

· access subscription databases

· complete efficient searches

· cite their sources in MLA format

· present their information
	Essential Questions:
How are works of nonfiction written in order for a reader to connect to another's personal experience?
Which life accomplishments are significant enough to make a person notable or famous?



	Teacher will: 
Model, teach, and guide Cornell Notetaking

Model, teach, and guide scriptwriting for the Photostory creation process
Assess/grade Photostory presentations
	Library Media Specialist will:

Model, teach, and guide research strategies both in print sources and subscription databases along with proper citing of these sources

Model, teach, and guide Photostory creation process
Assess/grade works cited page

	Materials:

· Lesson Overview/Directions (T)
· Model Lesson on Cornell Notetaking (T)
· Cornell Notesheets (T)
· Selected Bibliography of Biographies (MS)
· Activator – PreAssessment (MS)
· Instruction sheet for Works Cited (MS)
· Work Cited activity sheet (MS)

· Database Step-by-Step sheet (MS)

· Photostory Step by Step sheet (MS)

· Works Cited Template (MS)

· Google Form and Instruction Sheet
Resources:
· Cart of the nonfiction listed on the bibliography 
· Power Point/Projector

· Internet/Computers/Subscription Databases

· MS Word

· Photostory

· Microphones
	Unit Assessments:

Diagnostic – 

· PreAssessment on Day 2 (MS)

Formative- 
· Works Cited Activity (MS)
· Script of information from research (T & MS)

· There will also be a non-graded reflective learning survey that students will complete on google forms on day 7 or 8 (MS)
Summative- 

· Photostory Presentation (T)
· Works Cited Page (MS)




Project Calendar
 Daily Learning Activities

	
	T-Teacher and MS-Media Specialist

	Day 1

4/15
	T – Model Notetaking Lesson using Cornell Note format

	Day 2

4/16
	MS – PreAssess student comfort level with Works Cited, Print Research, and Databases

MS – Lesson on Reading for Information using Indexes, Headings, Subheadings; proper citation of print sources

	Day 3

4/17
	T – Students continue to take notes from print sources, begin writing their script for Photostory / other class activities outside of this project

	Day 4

4/18
	T – Students continue to take notes from print sources, begin writing their script for Photostory / other class activities outside of this project

	Day 5

4/19
	T – Students continue to take notes from print sources, begin writing their script for Photostory / other class activities outside of this project

	Day 6

4/22
	MS – Intro Lesson on accessing databases, effective search terms, saving photos, and grabbing the citations from the database articles

T & MS – Monitor student research time on computers

	Day 7

4/23
	MS – Intro lesson on creating their Photostory 

T & MS – Monitor student research/creating time on computers 

	Day 8

4/24
	T & MS – Monitor student creating time on computers

MS – have students complete a post-assessment on google forms

	Day 9

4/25
	T: Buffer day for students that may still need to finish; T will have next activity for students that have completed their project.



Teacher/Media Specialist Evaluation of Unit:


As part of the student assessment, we asked: “If we do this project again, I think Ms. Barth and Ms. Soldavini should change…” Many students replied “the people” because Ms. Barth had wanted to limit their choices to not include pop stars & modern sports stars. Ms. Barth and I discussed that next year we would schedule day one in the media center rather than back in the classroom, students would still be given the bibliography, but they could still search the collection and if they found someone off-list they could have that person approved (or not) by Ms. Barth. 


Student’s also suggested that the Cornell note-taking process be removed. It’s hard because it works, and they need this skill for 8th grade and high school so we will not be taking it out, but will be matching the items for note-taking up to their script requirements earlier in the process to help students focus their note-taking on information needed in the process. The also wanted to be able to use ask.com and google images and not use the databases at all. This we also will not change, but will explain more in the beginning why the databases are authenticated and more reliable. Students also asked to work in partners, which we may do for the supported classes. The advanced classes asked for more time to read their entire bibliographies.


As mentioned, we’d like to have the initial media specialist lesson in the media center and have the students practice their works cited and set up their works cited sheet (step one) that day. It was a bit too complicated for them to handle steps one and two on the same day. Also, it would be nice to have a set up where I could project a computer screen that they could see from the computers so I could model and have them immediately practice – I think they tuned out in some places when I had them in the classroom area and forgot to cite their pictures as they retrieved them. Consequently, a lot of students had to re-find all of their photos in order to cite.


We also discussed making sure we stressed that six slides were the minimum, students could go above and add more information if they wanted.











